candidates-has been an absolute commitment to "repeal and replace"
Obamacare. From that perspective, a legislative bill, any bill, must be put forth by the Republican Congress and the Trump administration that is styled as a repeal bill. But on a total repeal of all provisions of Obamacare, already here the president-elect has hedged a bit and has offered that some of the most popular provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA)-preexisting condition bans and adult children coverage on a parent's healthcare policy-will be maintained; all other provisions (e.g., subsidies, healthcare exchanges, uniform mandated benefits, Medicare "surtax") are subject to being jettisoned. 1 Trump administration authorized "replacement bills" might include:
• An increased reliance on Health Savings Accounts (HSAs)
• The elimination of uniform, "minimum" and/or "essential" health insurance benefit provisions required by the federal government, i.e., allowing state insurance commissioners to determine the specific benefits to be included in an individual (not employer sponsored) healthcare plan (Table 3) . The Price, Ryan, and Priebus trio will likely be the primary designers and movers Owcharenko-to ensure a smooth transition by deputizing former political insiders already familiar with the mechanics necessary to manage the sprawling HHS bureaucracy and its $1.1 trillion budget.
The First 60 Days to Six Months
How do the general themes outlined by the Trump transition team-most importantly, "repeal and replace" but also Health Savings Accounts, Medicaid block waivers, the sale of health insurance across state lines, and other items- Speaker Ryan's plan for "repeal and replace" of the PPACA, although not committed to specific legislative language, contains similar provisions to Dr.
Price's Empowering Patients First Act, including tax credits, use of HSAs and high-risk pools.
For Republican budget hawks such as Speaker Ryan, a key looming question will be: How much of the federal budget will be committed to subsidies to purchase health insurance, even if the subsidies come by way of a refundable tax credit or voucher from the federal government, rather than a check directly to an insurance company? Since a Republican "repeal and replace" bill may eliminate many of the funding mechanisms of the PPACA-Medicare surtax and the various taxes on employer-based plans-the cost of a repeal and replace with tax credits may add to the federal budget deficit.
Our Prediction
In some form or fashion, a bill will be enacted by Congress-and signed by President-elect Trump-in 2017 that "repeals" and "replaces" the Affordable Care Act.
• Popular ACA provisions-pre-existing condition limitations and children on parents' health plans through age 26-will likely be maintained 
